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CLASS DAT E  T O P I C S ASSI G N M E N T  
1. W e d .,  

M a y 2 4  
C o n t r a c t s ,  P a r t  1:  T h e  
H o l l yw o o d  C l i m a t e  
L i a b i l i t y f o r  A u d i e n c e  
A c t i o n s  

 

Read Litwak, Chapter 1 “Introduction,” pp. 
1-9 .   
Read S im ens ky :   

Donahue v. Artisan (“Blair Witch”), 14 4 -14 9   
M ain L ine P ictures v. Basing er, 152 -16 0  
M cC ollum  v. C BS , 14 0 6 -14 18  

 M o n .,  
M a y 2 9  N o  c l a s s :  M e m o r i a l  D a y 

2 . W e d .,  
M a y 3 1 

L a b o r ,  G u i l d s ,  a n d  P i t f a l l s  f o r  
T a l e n t  

Read Litwak, Chapter 5, “Literary  A cq uis ition 
A g reem ents ,” pp. 59 -9 2 ;  Chapter 6 , 
“E m pl oy m ent Contracts ,” pp. 9 3 -151;  and 
Chapter 7  “A dv ice f or W riters , D irectors  &  
A ctors ” pp. 16 1-19 6 .  M erel y  s kim  the 
contracts  in thes e chapters . 
Read S im ens ky :   

§  2 .0 6  [ A ]  and [ B ]  ex pl anatory  tex t, 2 9 7 -2 9 8  
[ C]  ex pl anatory  tex t, 3 0 3  
[ D ]  ex pl anatory  tex t, 3 12  
“N ew D is pute is  S tirred … ” 3 13 -3 14  
M uller v. Walt Disney  P rod uctions, 3 14 -3 18   
“U nion S ol diers  … ” 10 5-110  
“Cannes  H eat on S A G  Rul e 1” 110 -112  
112  ( onl y  n. 7 )  

H .A. Artists v. E q uity , 118 -12 6  
M arino v. WG A, 10 4 5-10 52  

P erus e the f ol l owing  g uil d web s ites :  
www.s ag .org , www.dg a.org , www.wg a.org , 
and www.af tra.org .  E x pl ore one of  thes e 
web s ites  in a l ittl e m ore depth and f ind 
s om ething  interes ting  to contrib ute to cl as s  
dis cus s ion.   
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3 . M o n .,   
J u n e  5 

A g e n t s ,  M a n a g e r s ,  A t t o r n e ys ,  
a n d  E m p l o ym e n t  R e g u l a t i o n   

Read Litwak, Chapter 18  “Retaining  
A ttorney s , A g ents  and M anag ers ” pp. 3 4 7 -3 7 2 .   
Read S im ens ky :   

“A g ents , M anag ers , and Lawy ers  … ” 4 8 -56  
[ A ]  and [ 1]  ex pl anatory  tex t, 56  
P ark  v. Def tones, 56 -6 0  
S ty ne v. S tevens, 6 1-7 3  
7 4 -7 5 ( onl y  nn. 1, 2 , 3 , &  4 )  

[ 3 ]  ex pl anatory  tex t, 8 0  
G ram m er v. Artists Ag ency , 8 0 -8 7  
8 7  ( onl y  n. 1)  

[ B ]  ex pl anatory  tex t, 8 7 -8 8  
9 1 ( onl y  nn. 3  &  4 )  
[ C]  ex pl anatory  tex t, 9 2  
Day  v. R osenthal, 9 2 -9 9  
“Conf l ict of  Interes t in E nt.” 9 9 -10 4  

4 . W e d .,  
J u n e  7  

C o n t r a c t s ,  P a r t  2 :  W h e n  t h e  
C o n t r a c t  C o m e s  t o  C o u r t  

• L i t i g a t i n g  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
c o n t r a c t s  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  

• C o n t r a c t  t o r t s  
• I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
c o n t r a c t s  

• “ C r e a t i v e  
a c c o u n t i n g ”  

Look at V ariety , H ol l y wood Reporter, or 
B il l b oard, either onl ine or in print, and f ind 
s om ething  interes ting  to s hare with the cl as s .  
Read Litwak, Chapter 10 , “N eg otiating  T actics  
&  S trateg ies ,” pp. 2 51-2 56 , and Chapter 11, 
“Creativ e A ccounting ,” pp. 2 57 -2 6 8 . 
Retriev e1 and read:  

Ap ril E nterp rises, I nc. v. K T T V ,  14 7  Cal . 
A pp. 3 d 8 0 5 ( 19 8 3 )  
Waverly  P rod uctions, I nc. v. R K O  G eneral, 
I nc., 2 17  Cal . A pp. 2 d 7 2 1 ( 19 6 3 )  
De G uere v. U niversal C ity  S tud ios, I nc.,  56  
Cal . A pp. 4 th 4 8 2  ( 19 9 7 )  

S im ens ky :  
Buchw ald  v. P aram ount P ictures, 12 0 3 -12 15. 

5. M o n .,  
J u n e  12  

C o n t r a c t s ,  P a r t  3 :  “ I ’ v e  
C h a n g e d  M y M i n d ”  

• L i m i t a t i o n s  o n  
d u r a t i o n   

• B a n k r u p t c y 
• D i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  

a c q u i s i t i o n  
a g r e e m e n t s  

Read Litwak, Chapter 9 , “T he 
A cq uis ition/ D is trib ution A g reem ent,” pp. 
2 15-2 50 .  P repare two wel l -thoug ht-out 
com m ents  on the ag reem ent on pp. 2 2 2 -2 50 . 
Read S im ens ky :   

De H aviland  v. Warner Bros., 2 4 3 -2 50  
R ad ioactive R ecord s v. M anson, 2 50 -2 57  
2 57 -2 58  ( onl y  n. 6 )   

“B ankruptcy  and P ers onal  … ” 2 7 6 -2 8 3   
2 8 3 -2 8 4  ( onl y  nn. 1 &  2 )   

                                                        

1 T hes e cas es  are av ail ab l e f or f ree throug h F indLaw at http: / / www.f indl aw.com / cacas es / index .htm l .  
E dited v ers ions  wil l  b e pos ted on the cl as s  web s ite. 
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6 . W e d .,  
J u n e  14  

C o p yr i g h t ,  P a r t  1 
• S u b j e c t  M a t t e r  
• O w n e r s h i p  
• A c q u i s i t i o n  
• R i g h t s  
• I n f r i n g e m e n t  

 

V ery  b rief l y  perus e www.copy rig ht.g ov . 
Read Litwak, Chapter 12  “Copy rig ht,” pp. 
2 6 9 -3 0 0 . 
Read S im ens ky :   

M alj ack  P rod uctions v. U AV , 53 3 -53 8  
53 9 -54 2  ( al l  notes )  
L one Wolf  M cQ uad e v. C BS , 54 2 -54 7  
M G M  v. Am erican H ond a M otor, 54 7 -553  
553 -554  ( al l  notes  and tex t)  
56 7 -56 9  ( onl y  nn. 8 , 9 , 10 , 11, 12 , 13 , 14 )  
6 0 7  ( onl y  n. 6 )  
M otola v. E M I , 6 10 -6 12  
Brig ht T unes v. H arrisong s, 6 6 1-6 6 4  

F lex ib le2: Read 17  U .S .C. § § 10 2 , 10 3 , 10 6 , 10 7 , 
2 0 1, 4 12 , 50 2 , 50 3 , 50 4 , 50 5, 50 7 .3  Read the 
portion of  17  U .S .C. § 10 1 reg arding  “work 
m ade f or hire” ( it’ s  toward the end) . 

7 . M o n .,  
J u n e  19  

C o p yr i g h t ,  P a r t  2  
• I n f r i n g e m e n t  ( c o n t ’ d )  
• F a i r  u s e  

P r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  P e r s o n s  a s  
S u b j e c t s ,  P a r t  1 

• P r i v a c y r i g h t s  
• D e f a m a t i o n  

Read Bound  By  L aw ?  (T ales f rom  the P ub lic 
Dom ain) b y  K eith A oki;  J am es  B oy l e;  J ennif er 
J enkins 4 
Read S im ens ky :   

Beal v. P aram ount 6 6 5–6 7 5 
6 7 5–6 7 6  ( nn 1–4 )  
C am p b ell v. Acuf f -R ose, 7 13 -7 2 7  
Bind rim  v. M itchell, 3 4 5–3 6 0  
C lark  v. ABC , 3 6 1-3 7 1 
3 7 1-3 7 5 ( onl y  nn. 2 , 3 , 4 , 6 , 13 , 14 , 15, 16 )  
3 9 5-3 9 7  ( onl y  nn. 1-7 )   
S chulm an v. G roup  W P rod s., 3 9 7 –4 16  
4 16 -4 19  ( nn. 1-12 )  
4 3 2 -4 3 5 ( onl y  nn. 2 -8 )  
“Lawy er’ s  Rol e …  Lif e S tory ,” 3 3 6 -3 4 2  

Read Litwak, Chapter 3 , “P erm is s ion to 
P ortray  P eopl e and P l aces ,” pp. 2 9 -4 7  ( s kip 
contracts  ex cept f or the f irs t one on pp. 3 5-3 8 ) .   
M ark-up contract in Litwak pp. 3 5-3 8 . 
F lex ib le: Litwak, Chapter 14  “D ef am ation of  
P ers ons  D epicted in Literary  W orks ,” Chapter 
15 “T he Rig ht of  P riv acy ,” pp. 3 0 1-3 2 5.   
Read Cal . Civ . Code §  4 8 .5. 

                                                        

2 “F l ex ib l e” m eans  that al thoug h the reading  is  req uired, it is  not neces s ary  to do it prior to the cl as s  m eeting  
indicated. 
3 T he U .S . Code is  av ail ab l e in a conv enient f orm  at http: / / www.f indl aw.com / cas ecode/ us codes /  

I N -CL AS S  Q U I Z :  
Co p y r i g h t   
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8 . W e d .,  
J u n e  2 1 

P r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  P e r s o n s  a s  
S u b j e c t s ,  P a r t  1 

• R i g h t  o f  p u b l i c i t y 

Read “In A dv ertis ing , G ov ernor A ccepts  N o 
Im itations ,” L os Ang eles T im es, M arch 3 0 , 2 0 0 4 , 
p. A 15 
Read S im ens ky :  

Dora v. F rontline, 4 3 5–4 3 8  
4 3 8 –4 3 9  ( onl y  n. 1)  
4 4 9 -4 50  ( nn. 1-8 )  
P oly d oros v. 2 0 th C entury  F ox , 4 51–4 56  
White v. S am sung , 4 56 –4 6 5 
4 6 5 ( onl y  nn 2 –3 )  
Wend t v. H ost I nternational, 4 6 5–4 7 0  
4 7 0 -4 7 1 ( nn. 1 –2 )  

F lex ib le: Litwak, Chapter 13  “T he F irs t 
A m endm ent and the Rig ht to P ub l icity ,”   

9 . M o n .,  
J u n e  2 6  

B u i l d i n g  a n d  P r o t e c t i n g  
I d e n t i t i e s  a n d  P e r s o n a ,  P a r t  2  

• T r a d e m a r k  
• T i t l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
• M o r a l  r i g h t s  
• C r e d i t  r i g h t s  

Read Chapter 4  “Cl earance of  Rig hts ,” pp. 4 9 -
58 , and Chapter 16  “T radem arks  and U nf air 
Com petition” pp. 3 2 7 -3 3 2 . 
M ark-up the photo rel eas e in Litwak pp. 56 -58  
on b ehal f  of  the m odel / s ub j ect.  
Read S im ens ky :  

I n R e E lvis P resley  E nterp rises, 8 2 8 -8 3 0  
8 3 1 ( nn. 1&  2 )  
8 4 5 ( n.)  
8 6 4 -8 6 5 ( onl y  nn. 1 &  2 )  
8 6 8  ( onl y  n. 1) ,   
M org an C reek  v. C ap ital C ities /  ABC , 8 7 4 -8 7 8  
8 7 8  ( nn. 1-3 )  
G AF  Broad casting  v. C asw ell-M assey , 8 7 9 -8 8 1 
R ob i v. R eed , 8 8 2 -8 8 5 
8 8 5-8 8 6  ( nn. 1-3 )  
E state of  E lvis P resley  v. R ussen, 9 3 8 –9 6 6  

                                                                                                                                                                     

4 A v ail ab l e f or f ree downl oad at http: / / www.l aw.duke.edu/ cs pd/ com ics / dig ital .htm l  – l ink al s o av ail ab l e 
on the cl as s  web s ite.  
5 Y ou m ay  retriev e this  us ing  Lex is / N ex is . 

I N -CL AS S  Q U I Z :  
Tr a d e m a r k  
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10 . W e d .,  
J u n e  2 8  

B u i l d i n g  a n d  P r o t e c t i n g  
I d e n t i t i e s  a n d  P e r s o n a ,  P a r t  2  
B r o a d c a s t  R e g u l a t i o n ,  
O b s c e n i t y,  T e l e c o m  
R e g u l a t i o n ,  A n t i t r u s t ,  a n d  
I n d u s t r y C o n s o l i d a t i o n  

Read S im ens ky :   
9 7 6  ( nn. 1 &  2 )  
N ew  K id s  v. N ew s Am erica, 9 8 3 -9 9 0  
9 9 0  ( n.)  
M attel v. M C A R ecord s, 9 9 0 -10 0 0  
Bell, Bivens, Brow n, DaV oe  &  T resvant v. 
S treetw ise R ecord s, 10 7 4 -10 7 9  
L uk e R ecord s v. N avarro, 13 52 -13 56  
13 56 -13 58  ( n.)  
F C C  v. P acif ica, 13 7 4 -13 8 8  

Read 15 U .S .C. §  112 5( c)  and 4 7  U .S .C. § §  3 17 , 
50 8 .6   
Read F CC cons um er f acts  s heets : 7 

S tation Identif ication and Cal l  S ig ns  
O b s cene, P rof ane &  Indecent B roadcas ts  
B roadcas ting  Contes ts , Lotteries , and 
S ol icitation of  F unds  
T he F CC' s  P ay ol a Rul es  
B roadcas ting  F al s e Inf orm ation 
Cl os ed Captioning  
Chil dren' s  E ducational  T el ev is ion 
Interception and D iv ul g ence of  Radio 
Com m unications  

11. M o n .,  
J u l y 3  

P r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  I n c h o a t e  
E n t e r t a i n m e n t  

• T h e f t  o f  i d e a s  
• B r e a c h  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  
• D e v e l o p m e n t  d e a l s  
• S u b m i s s i o n s  

Read Litwak, Chapter 2 , “D eal m aking ,” pp. 
11-2 8 .   
Read S im ens ky :   

Buchw ald  v. P aram ount P ictures, 7 51-7 58  
Desny  v. Wild er, 7 58 -7 6 8   
F arris v. E nb erg , 7 9 0 -7 9 3   
L and  v. J erry  L ew is P rod uctions, 7 9 4 -7 9 6  
7 9 6  ( onl y  n.)   

S elb y  v. N ew  L ine C inem a, 7 9 6 -8 0 4  
Retriev e8 and read:  

L aw s v. S ony  M usic E ntertainm ent, I nc., 4 4 8  
F . 3 d 113 4  ( 9 th Cir. 2 0 0 6 )  

                                                        

6 T he U .S . Code is  av ail ab l e in a conv enient f orm  at http: / / www.f indl aw.com / cas ecode/ us codes /  
7 Links  to thes e f act s heets  are av ail ab l e on the cl as s  web s ite, acces s ib l e f rom  http: / / www.eej l aw.com /  
8 T his  cas e is  av ail ab l e on the cl as s  web s ite. 
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12 . W e d .,  
J u l y 5 

L i t i g a t i o n  a n d  T r a n s a c t i o n a l  
P r a c t i c e :  S t r a t e g i e s  a n d  
T e c h n i q u e s  
R e m e d i e s  

Read Litwak Chapter 17 , “Rem edies ,” pp. 3 3 3 -
3 4 6 . 
Read contracts  av ail ab l e on cl as s  web s ite and 
m arkup on b ehal f  of  tal ent:  

J am es  A dam  B l air B oon -w- Q ueer 
E y e LLC /  T al ent A g reem ent  
T ris ta Rehn -w- S y ndicated 
P roductions , Inc. /  B achel orette A g reem ent 

Read 17  U .S .C. § §  50 2 , 50 3 , 50 4 , and 50 5.9   
Read thes e Cal if ornia s tatutes : 10  

Cal . Code Civ . P roc. § §  4 2 5.16  &  4 2 5.17  
Cal . Civ . Code § §  4 4 , 4 5, 4 5a, 4 6 , 4 7 , 4 8 , 4 8 a 

13 . M o n .,  
J u l y 10  

M u s i c  
C o p yr i g h t ,  P a r t  2  

• T r a n s f e r s  

Read Litwak, Chapter 8  “M us ic” pp. 19 9 -2 14 .   
S im ens ky  58 1-58 3 , 6 4 2 -6 4 3  
Read: 11  

N ew ton v. Diam ond , 2 0 4  F .S upp.2 d 12 4 4  
M orill v. S m ashing  P um p k ins, 
 157  F .S upp.2 d 112 0  

Read S im ens ky :   
F red  Alhert M usic v. Warner/ C hap p ell M usic, 

6 4 9 -6 57  
6 58 -6 6 1 ( onl y  nn. 2 -4 )  

Read 17  U .S .C. § §  114 , 115, 2 0 2 , 2 0 3 , 2 0 4 , and 
2 0 5.  Read the portions  of  17  U .S .C. § 10 1 
def ining  “P honorecords ” and “s ound 
recording s .” 

14 . W e d .,  
J u l y 12  

P en din g  P end ing  

 

                                                        

9 T he U .S . Code is  av ail ab l e in a conv enient f orm  at http: / / www.f indl aw.com / cas ecode/ us codes /  
10  F ree and conv enient acces s  to thes e s tatutes  can b e f ound at http: / / www.l eg inf o.ca.g ov / cal aw.htm l  
11 T hes e m ay  b e av ail ab l e f rom  the cl as s  web s ite in ab ridg ed f orm . 


